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A remarkably-preserved glimpse of the past
When Samuel Clarke was
nineteen years old, he built himself
a house on land his father owned on
Shannock Hill. The house was
small— probably only one room
with a loft. He sided the exterior
with clapboards and built the
chimney and fireplace of fieldstone.

He surrounded the fireplace and
hearth with wood paneling
almost nine feet wide. At the
back of the fireplace, near the
baking oven, Samuel carved the
year: 1691.
The house Samuel built is now the

oldest in Richmond and one of the
oldest in Rhode Island. The house
has been expanded during the three
centuries since it was built; the
original part of the house is now the
keeping room. In Early Houses of
Rhode Island, published in 1937, the
late architectural historian
Antoinette Downing noted that the
exterior of the back of the house is
clad in wide clapboards typical of
the late 1600s. Those clapboards are
still there.
Mrs. Downing also noted that the
double-hung wooden windows,

some with eight panes of glass in the
upper sash and twelve in the lower
sash, date to the mid-18th century.
Those windows also are still there.
The property, now 40 acres, was
once a farm of 500 acres. The
outbuildings, including a 19th
century red barn, a corn crib, an
18th century blacksmith shop, and a
200-year-old school, Richmond's
first, have been as carefully
preserved as the house.
Six generations of Samuel Clark's
descendants occupied the farm,
continued on page 2

The keeping room of the Samuel Clarke House

The Samuel Clarke Farm

A remarkably-preserved glimpse of the past
continued from page 1
which probably accounts for its
remarkable state of preservation.
When Elizabeth Stanton Marvel,
the last descendant, died in 1950,
she left the property to Charles
Link, who had been the caretaker
for thirty years. Mr. Link and his
wife Dorothy left it to their
daughter, and it remained in the
family until 2015.
In February of this year, the
National Park Service recognized
the farm’s historical and architectural significance by naming it to
the National Register of Historic
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Places.
John Peixinho, who has owned
the Samuel Clarke Farm since
2015, is primarily responsible for
obtaining the National Register
designation.

On Thursday, October 10, Mr.
Peixinho will open our Fall Lecture Series by telling us about the
history of the farm, describing its
17th and 18th century features,
some of them rare, and talking
about how he decided to furnish
the house.
THURSDAY
Mr. Peixinho will illustrate his
OCTOBER 10
talk with color photographs.
The program will take place in
A long-time lover of old houses, the Museum Gallery at 7:00 p.m.
Mr. Peixinho is an antiques dealer Refreshments will be served.
and interior designer in Newport. Admission is free, but donations
His enthusiasm for the Clarke
from non-members are always
Farm is unbounded.
appreciated.

2

Fall 2019

Roger Williams in England
To understand Roger Williams, it’s important to
know where and how he spent the first 27 years of
his life.
Professor Charlotte Carrington-Farmer of Roger
Williams University and National Park Service
Ranger John McNiff will show us how they retraced
Roger Williams’s footsteps in England with two
groups of RWU students.

The program will place Williams in the wider context of early seventeenth-century English religious,
social, and political history. The photos will be overlaid with seventeenth-century maps and illustrations.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 7
We’ll also see high-resolution scans of letters held
by the Wren Library in Trinity College that Williams
wrote when he was in England securing a charter for
Rhode Island.
Dr. Carrington, who specializes in early American
history, and Ranger McNiff, who works at the Roger
Williams Memorial National Memorial in Providence
and who last appeared at the Museum in his persona of Roger Williams, have completed this tour
with two groups of students in the “Roger Seminar,” which explores themes such as freedom of
conscience, social justice and intellectual exchange.

Charterhouse School, London

The program will feature lots of photographs of
seminal locations in Williams’s life, including the
Smithfield district of London, where he was born;
Charterhouse School, where he studied under the
auspices of Sir Edward Coke; Pembroke College,
Cambridge, where he separated from the Church of
England; and High Laver in Essex, where he served
as a private chaplain and married Mary Bernard.

All Saints Church, High Laver, Essex

The program will take place on Thursday, November 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the Museum Gallery. Refreshments will be served. Admission is free, but donations from non-members are appreciated.

Pembroke College, Cambridge

Map underlay: Londinum Feracissimi (detail) (Braun and Hogenberg, 1579. David Rumsey Historical Map Collection. © Cartography Associates.)
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24

Histwick’s Historic Markers
The Village of Wickford is full of history. Historic Wickford wants the world to know
about the village’s unique maritime, architectural, and agricultural heritage.
What should you do with a village full of history? The nonprofit group Historic Wickford,
known as Histwick, decided to turn that history
into a tourist lure and an educational opportunity.
In July, Histwick unveiled the final three markers in its Historic
Marker project.
The sixteen
markers, all illustrated by local
artists, tell fascinating stories
about aspects of
Wickford’s past
that many people
don’t know.
A marker on
The Gardener’s Wharf marker
Phillips Street,
next to the Wickford Elementary School, explains
that in the late 17th and early 18th centuries, Ten
Rod Road was the principal route for driving cattle, horses and sheep from eastern Connecticut
and western Rhode Island to the port of Wickford
for shipment to the other colonies and the Caribbean.
At Main and Brown Streets, the Women of
Wickford marker explains that because their
husbands were away at sea, women has a
chance to successfully take on responsibilities

they were not traditionally considered to be
suited for. One of those women was Avis Ann
Spink, who became the village’s largest landlord.
Wickford had five shipyards during the 19th
century, and one of them was at Academy Cove,
the inner cove of Wickford Harbor. The Academy
Cove marker behind the town library tells about
the activities that took place adjacent to the
cove.
The markers make a self-guided tour that begins on Brown Street in the heart of the village.
The impetus for this project came from North
Kingstown Town
Historian Tim
Cranston, who
wrote the text for
all the markers.
Tim will be at
the Museum on
Thursday, October 24 to talk
about how the
project took
The Updike House marker
shape, where
funding came from, and how Histwick recruited a
team of talented local residents to create the
markers.
We’re hoping that learning about Wickford’s
historic marker program will inspire similar projects in other historic villages in South County.

Each program in our Fall Lecture Series takes place in the Museum Gallery on the second floor of
the Peace Dale Office Building, 1058 Kingstown Road, Peace Dale, across the street from the
Peace Dale Library. Refreshments will be served. The program is free for Museum members.
Donations from non-members are gratefully accepted.
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We’d like to recognize some long-time Museum supporters
Forty years ago this year, in 1979,
the Peace Dale Museum launched
our popular enrichment outreach
programs in the South Kingstown
schools. We named the initial
package of offerings PEP (for our
Public Education Programs). They
were designed to supplement the
third grade and sixth grade social
studies curricula and pre-K units This
effort could not have succeeded
without a lot of help and support.
For one or two years before we
could officially launch the venture,
we worked with educators and
teachers in our local elementary
schools and at URI to develop and
test various approaches and topics.
Then we refined and re-shaped our
offerings. Among our first local
teachers to participate by bringing
their classes to the museum gallery
and by providing us with feedback in
1977 and 1978 were Mary Ellen
Moffit (who was a third grade
teacher at South Road School at that
time) and Dottie Records (the head
teacher at Stepping Stones PreSchool). Both Mary Ellen and Dottie
continued on with us through
2018—more than 40 years. Both
assisted regularly with our museum
programs for children, and Mary
Ellen also served on our Board of
Trustees for many years and
provided professional insights from
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a retired teacher’s perspective. We
are deeply grateful to both women.
The museum could not have
succeeded at reaching individual
classes and teachers as well as we
have without the dedication of these
two women, and others like them.
But, you may ask, how did we
manage to get so many classes from
entire schools to think about our
small museum‘s outreach

programs and decide to participate
on a regular basis? This was a little
more complicated than simply
convincing individual classes or
teachers to visit us. It involved a
busy schedule of meetings and a lot
of convincing presentations, starting
with the public school
superintendents and principals of
South Kingstown and Narragansett
schools.
No group was automatically
guaranteed a spot on the
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superintendents’ and the principals’
meeting schedules. It took several
tries for us. But what really broke
the ice was the encouragement and
support of one person in particular,
Tony Faella, who at the time was the
principal of Matunuck School. Tony
had brought Scout troops to the
museum in the 1960s and 1970s,
and as Principal he arranged to bring
some of Matunuck Schools’s third
grade classes to the museum. Tony
must have seen something
promising, because when we began
trying to get on the agenda to meet
with the South Kingstown principals,
Tony put in a good word for us. We
soon found ourselves on the docket,
we convinced several schools that
our programs were worth
considering, and our program was
formally launched.
Today, updated offerings of these
programs continue with support
from our schools, our community,
and our members. Tony Faella and
his wife Betty (Kinney) Faella are
longtime Museum members. This
year, Tony and Betty honored us and
the 40th anniversary of our mission
of community outreach and
enrichment programming for the
schools with a generous donation.
Our heartfelt thanks and
appreciation go out to the Faellas.
– Sarah Peabody Turnbaugh
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Peace Dale, RI 02879
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Peace Dale in 1895
To
pographical Atlas of Southern Rhode Island (Philadelphia: Everts & Richards, 1895), 131.

The Trustees of the Peace Dale Museum of Art and Culture
proudly invite you to join us for our annual

“Trash or Treasure” Fundraiser
Sunday, September 29, 2019
The Dunes Club, Narragansett

Professional appraisals by Tom Tomaszek
Cocktails and open forum appraisals at 5:00 p.m.
Buffet supper at 6:00 p.m.
Cash bar. Business casual attire.
Your ticket entitles you to one appraisal. Additional items are $10 each.
NO RESTRICTION ON THE TYPE OF ITEM YOU MAY BRING FOR APPRAISAL!

PLEASE CUT HERE AND RETURN LOWER PORTION WITH YOUR CHECK

.................................................................................................................................................................................................

I would love to attend the Museum of Primitive Art and Culture fundraiser on Sunday, September 29.
Please reserve
tickets in my name at $75 each. Enclosed is a check for $
.
Name
Address
City

State

Telephone

Zip

E-mail

I cannot attend but wish to contribute $

to the Museum.

Please make your check payable to the Peace Dale Museum of Art and Culture and mail it with this form to
Peace Dale Museum of Art and Culture, 1058 Kingstown Rd., Room 5, Peace Dale, RI 02879.

