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Trekking in the Himalayas
A small nation strategically
situated between two of the most
powerful nations on earth, China and
India, Nepal is one of the most
beautiful countries in the world and
also one of the poorest.

Photo by Vic Dvorak

Archeological evidence indicates
that the Kathmandu Valley has been
inhabited for at least 9,000 years.
Nepal’s population of about 29
million people is ethnically and
linguistically diverse, although many
Nepalese speak English, especially in
the capital city of Kathmandu and
along the trekking routes that attract

tourists. Nepal is also geographically
diverse. The north is mountainous,
with eight of the world’s ten highest
mountains, including Mount Everest,
the highest point on earth. The south
is fertile, humid, and heavily
urbanized.
Almost one-quarter of Nepalese
live in poverty. Agriculture is the
mainstay of the economy, providing a
livelihood for three-quarters of the
population, but tourism is a fastgrowing industry.
Because Nepal's rich culture and
ethnic diversity are best experienced
in its village communities, rural
tourism focuses on “village trek”
visits that allow visitors to see how
indigenous people live.
Vic and Susan Dvorak, of
Charlestown, visited Nepal for three
weeks in October of 1997. Although
many trekking tours use routes
through the Himalayas the climb as
high as 15,000 feet, the Dvoraks chose
a less-traveled route through the
inhabited valleys below the peaks.
They sampled everyday rural life and
also took in some breathtaking views
of the Himalayan peaks. Starting with
a brief stay in Kathmandu, they visited
some of the major Buddhist and Hindu
temples. Then, after acclimating to the
altitude of 4,300 feet, they flew to the
remote village of Rumjatar, at 7,400

feet, to begin their trek.
Vic is a professional photographer.
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On Thursday, June 9, at 7 p.m., Vic
and Susan will tell us about their
trekking trip in Nepal, and Vic will
show us his gorgeous photographs.

Our Spring Lecture Series Begins on Thursday, March 10th
The Spring Lecture Series is organized by Museum President Virginia Williams

Thursday, March 10th

Southwestern Native American Turquoise
Have you ever wondered whether your favorite Southwestern Native American ring or bracelet is made from
genuine turquoise? And if it’s really silver or pewter, even though it may not be marked? On Thursday,
March 10th, museum curator Sarah P. Turnbaugh will give us an overview of the
history of Southwestern Native American jewelry.
She will use images of pieces illustrated in Indian
Jewelry of the American Southwest (2007 edition,
Schiffer Publishing), which she and her husband
Bill co-authored. We will explore the
development of handmade styles and how to
identify Pueblo, Navajo, Zuni, and Hopi items. You are invited to bring a piece of
your own turquoise jewelry to have it discussed (or admired).

Thursday, May 26th

Let’s Talk About Lace
Needle or bobbin lace? Made by hand or machine? This program
focuses on the identification of laces. Using pictures of lace from the
Mabel Foster Bainbridge Lace Collection, housed at the University of
Rhode Island, Susan Jerome will discuss the history of lace
manufacturing and how to recognize different kinds of laces. You are
encouraged to bring lace samples with you. We will also learn how
to care for your family lace heirlooms.
Susan J. Jerome is the Collections Manager at the University of Rhode Island Historic Textile and Costume Collection. She
earned her MS degree from the University of Rhode Island, Department of Textiles, Fashion Merchandising and Design. Before
continuing her education, she worked for a number of years at Mystic Seaport Museum and continues to do so as a part-time
employee. Ms. Jerome also works as a textile and quilt conservator, and a consultant to museums and historical societies. An
avid textilian, she is happiest when writing, talking and doing all things textile.

Thursday, June 9th

Trekking in the Himalayas
Vic and Susan Dvorak
Each program begins at 7 p.m. in the Museum Gallery on the second floor of the Peace Dale Office
Building, 1058 Kingstown Road, across from the Peace Dale Library. Refreshments will be served.
Admission is free for Museum members; a donation by non-members is appreciated.
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Visit our website to see a color version of this newsletter!

From the Gallery
By Sarah Peabody Turnbaugh, Curator
This year, Groundhog Day on February 2nd dawned
dark and gray and stormy here. The weather was miserable in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania, as well. According to
Phil, the official Pennsylvania
groundhog, who took a hard look
around without catching his
shadow, “Spring is just around the
corner.” And the newscasters
blithely reported the Pennsylvania
rodent has been right 36% of the
time since 1886! Who are we to
argue with that?
The only question we have here in southern Rhode
Island is, “Which corner, Phil?”
We have looked under sagging rooflines burdened with
the weight of frozen snow. We have slipped across walkways covered with inch-thick glare ice to peer under buried
vehicles. And we have hacked at frozen drain spouts and
knocked off gigantic icicles to check spots where corners
used to be.
Still, “Which corner?” We haven’t found it yet.
However, the local birds agree with Punxsutawney
Phil. Male house finches and Carolina wrens seem to be
looking rosier. The titmouse has begun chirping its special
spring tune. And quiet chipping sounds of robins—perhaps
carried north on air currents with the recent blizzards—now punctuate the late winter air.
In many cultures, including our own, birds are special.
And they are truly special to our museum. The museum

recently featured birds in a couple of our popular evening
programs. Raptor rehabilitator Vivian Maxson brought
several of her feathered friends to our gallery. She and her
winged friends absolutely captivated everyone, young and
old alike.
Birds are special in many ways. They announce change,
they reassure us, and sometimes they may even carry
messages. Returning robins mark the beginning of spring
and the changing season. The proverbial canary in the
mine catches the first whiff of poisonous gases and air.
And birds, which fly from earth to the heavens, are sacred
in many cultural areas—Egypt, Africa, and Southwestern
United States, to name a few. Many peoples believe birds
serve as messengers to and from the gods, and they often
feature birds in their art.
Our museum gallery exhibits a number of objects that
depict birds. Examples are a pottery owl from Zuni Pueblo,
clay figurines of smaller songbirds from the Rio Grande
Pueblos of New Mexico, small doll-like kachinas of “Crow
Mother” and “Eagle Dancer” from Arizona, blue faience
beads representing Horus, the falcon god of Egypt, and a
remarkable carved wooden headrest from Africa.
As the days lengthen and grow milder, come visit the
museum. Look for the many examples of birds gracing our
exhibits.
And in the meantime, would you check out a few
corners for us? Let us know if you find that one the Pennsylvania groundhog promised us is out there.

Wallace Campbell III 1917-2011
Wallace Campbell III, President of our Board of Trustees for twenty-two years, passed away on Feb. 6,
2011. A Yale graduate and decorated World War II aviator, Wally was an investment advisor, a four-season
sports enthusiast, a world traveler, a wine lover, and a lifelong guardian of this museum and its educational
mission. He had so many different interests that it's difficult to imagine he ever had a moment of boredom in
his almost-94 years. We will miss him very much.
A memorial service for Wally will be held on March 26 at 10 a.m. at Peace Dale Congregational Church.
The Board has launched a fundraising effort to add $22,000 to the fund established in Wally's honor at the
Rhode Island Foundation. Contributions may be sent to the Museum of Primitive Art and Culture, c/o Beth
Hogan, Administrator, 1058 Kingstown Rd., Room 5, Peace Dale, RI 02879.
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Save the date! Our annual
Trash or Treasure event will take place
on Sunday, September 18th at the Dunes Club
with Stuart Whitehurst from Skinner, Inc.
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