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The earliest site of human activity
ever recorded in southern New England 

More than 12,000 years ago, early Paleoindians seasonally inhabited
a site on the Farmington River in Avon, Conn.

   In 2019, before constructing a
bridge over the Farmington River in
Avon, Conn., the Connecticut
Department of Transportation
hired Archaeological and Historical
Services, Inc. to evaluate the site's
archaeology. More than six feet
under the surface of the riverbank,
archaeologists found evidence of
human habitation more than
12,000 years ago. It is the only site
in the northeastern United States
with well-defined stratified Early
Paleoindian-era deposits. Since 2019,
archaeologists have been analyzing
what was found at the site. It is
named in honor of Brian D. Jones,
the late Connecticut State
Archaeologist, who identified and
helped excavate it.  
   Discoveries at the site indicate
that small family groups set up
camps there during the summer
and fall continuously for about 330
years, or about sixteen generations. 
There is evidence of eleven houses,
probably pole-framed skin tents,
inhabited by family-sized units for
weeks or months. 
   Two types of house plans were
found. One is a concentric design  

with a hearth surrounded by work
and sleeping places. There is no
other known archaeological
example of the second type, an
elliptical footprint with a hearth
toward the center of the back wall. 
In both types of house plans, some
spaces appear to have been
occupied primarily by men or by
women. 
   Paleoindians made and used stone
tools. The types of stone found at
the site suggest that its inhabitants
traveled to or traded with people

from other places between the 
Hudson and Connecticut Rivers.     
Evidence indicates that the people
who occupied the site hunted,
trapped, and perhaps scavenged
several different mammals. 
   They also foraged a wide range of
botanicals, including nuts, fleshy
fruits and berries, and wetland
plant roots.
   Timothy H. Ives, senior
archaeologist at Archaeological and
Historical Services, Inc., took part in
excavating and analyzing the site
and the artifacts recovered. 
   He believes that discoveries made
at the Brian D. Jones Site will deeply
influence understandings of
Northeastern Paleoindian lifeways
for years to come. 
   Dr. Ives will be in our Museum
Gallery on Thursday, November 5 to
describe the exciting discoveries at
the site. 
   Katherine Reinhart, a Project
Archaeologist and Botanical Analyst
at Archaeological and Historical
Services, Inc., will be at the Museum 
next spring to talk about her work
on the botanical discoveries at the
site. 



Thursday 
October 22
at 7:00 p.m.

It's the season to go batty 
Join us on October 22— just before Halloween!— to learn everything
 you ever wanted to know about the much-maligned flying mammals  

   In Chinese culture, bats are

associated with the Five

Blessings— health, wealth,

longevity, love of virtue, and a

peaceful passing away. In

Tonga, bats are sacred and all

bats are considered the

property of the king. For Mayan

people, bats were associated

with the gateway to the realm of

the gods.

   But in many cultures, including 
European, bats are associated 
with death, witchcraft, and 
malevolence. Along with witches 
and ghosts, bats have been 
considered part of Halloween 
for centuries. Why? The holiday 
we know as Halloween began as 
the Celtic holiday called 
Samhain. Because it fell halfway 
between the autumnal equinox 
and the winter solstice, Samhain 
was a threshold festival, when 
the boundary between this 
world and the Otherworld 

blurred, and contact with the

spirits was more likely. Ancient

Celts lit evening bonfires for

cleansing and protection. Those

bonfires attracted moths and

other insects, and the insects

attracted bats. 

   Some ancient peoples may

 have associated bats with death

and darkness, but we know

better. 

   Bats help enrich our lives.

According to Bat Conservation

International, scientists estimate

that insect-eating bats may save

U.S. farmers about $23 billion

each year by reducing crop

damage and limiting the need

for pesticides. 

   Bats pollinate plants, just like

birds and insects do. In the

Mediterranean and the tropics,

they pollinate and protect

valuable crops such as bananas,

dates, and sugar, and they

disperse seeds that help restore

cleared or damaged rainforests. 

   On Thursday, October 22, join

us in the Museum Gallery, when

a staff member from the R.I.

Department of Environmental

Management's Division of Fish

and Wildlife will bust all your

bat myths.

This little bat lives in R.I. 
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Causes of the American Revolution
   "Taxation without
representation" is a catchy
phrase. But does it accurately
sum up the feelings of the
people who fought for their
independence from Great
Britain 250 years ago? 
   Christian McBurney, the
author of six books on the
American Revolution, doesn't
think so.  
   During his undergraduate
days at Brown University, Mr.
McBurney was a student of the
late Gordon S. Wood,
professor emeritus of history
at Brown and considered by
some to be the greatest
historian of the American
Revolution.

   Like Professor Wood did, Mr.
 McBurney believes that a
number of underlying
economic, political, social,
demographic, racial, and 

THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 10

at 7:00 P.M.

ideological factors led to
momentous changes in the
way everyday Americans
thought about how they
should be governed. 
   The Boston Tea Party, the
burning of the Gaspee, and the
armed resistance to British
confiscation of American

weapons and ammunition
were the events that triggered
the war, but they could not
have taken place without a
fundamental change in
American attitudes toward
British rule. 
   And, of course, as a result of
the extensive research he has
undertaken since his college
days, Mr. McBurney also has
some ideas of his own about
the factors that led to the
revolution.
   Mr. McBurney, who has
homes in Bethesda, Maryland
and West Kingston, is the
editor and publisher of the
Rhode Island history blog
smallstatebighistory.com.
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   It’s almost here! 
Our “Trash or Treasure” Fundraiser

Sunday, October 4, 2026   
The Dunes Club, Narragansett

Cocktails and open forum appraisals at 4:00 p.m.  •  Buffet supper at 6:00 p.m

You’ve always meant to go, but you just haven’t made it? 
Come this year — you’ll have a great time!

Call the Museum Office at 783-5711 to reserve a ticket, or go to
https://peacedalemuseum.org/2025/07/14/trash-or-treasure-fundraiser/

https://peacedalemuseum.org/2025/07/14/trash-or-treasure-fundraiser/



